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Thanks, John, for the links re: several video recordings.

I watched some of them and found that you have a very unique
way to contribute to Chinese churches, beyond the Bay Area.

This is a missing aspect of Chinese churches: spiritual discipline
and congregational mobilization in deeper life.

I pray that you will be able to mobilize the entire team locally and
with video recording available to others globally.
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HOW | MAINTAIN MY PRAYER LIFE
Rev. Douglas R. Vavrosky D. Min; PhD

Introduction

My life changed dramatically since | became a Christian. At the age of 21
years old, | entered the kingdom of God under an intense spiritual battle
for my soul. The demons warned me that they would kill me if | believed
in Jesus Christ. | decided to follow Jesus anyway and figured out that if
they are trying this hard to keep me from entering the Kingdom of Light,
then God must be greater and must have something for me. After |
believed, the attacks and temptations magnified. But Satan’ s attacks in
my life taught me how to pray. | had been looking for my salvation all of
my life and did not find it in the Catholic Church. When | accepted Christ,
| did it as quick as | could because | knew that | would probably lose my
life without first believing in the Savior, Jesus Christ, my Lord. Prayer is
my lifeline to God and | cannot live one day without praying.

Spiritual warfare drove me to Christ and it also caused me to quickly
enter into a prayer life that few new borne Babes in Christ have had to
wage. One thing that | quickly learned is that | cannot just barge into
God’ s presence and present my list in my prayer book! Over the years, |
have learned through other leaders that when we enter into the presence
of the Lord, there is protocol to follow. Just as when we meet a king or
queen in real life, there is a protocol to follow. In the OT, there was
always a special way to approach the king. The same applies to God. We
do not barge into His presence but we enter with thanksgiving, then
praise (Ps. 100). Once we do that, we are ready to confess the sins that
the Holy Spirit wants us to deal with. Once we are “clean” , then the
Enemy has no case against us, accusing us before the throne of God. If he
has a case against us, God won’ t hear our prayers. This is why Peter tells
the husbands not to have anything against their wives because it will
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hinder their prayers. This is all part of developing the fear of the Lord, to
be mindful to obey God in all things.

Whenever our family has gone through crises, we always immediately
remember how He helped us before. This gives us tremendous faith to
persevere in prayer. Jesus taught us how to persevere, and sometimes,
we give up before the Lord has set things in order to give us our miracle
or answer to prayer. Those who wait upon the Lord will have their
strength renewed. Strength in this case means power, might, overcome
weariness, ability, able etc. (Isa. 40:31)

| keep a prayer diary to pray for things. This diary has accompanied me
on my journey through life. | can look back on all the answers to prayer.
It is my record and also my petitions that | bring to the Lord. Further on, |
describe how | use my prayer book.

Here is how | conduct my prayer life

1. Come into the Presence with Thanksgiving

| like to enter His presence with thanksgiving because that is how we are
to enter God’ s presence according to Ps. 100 and enter His gates with
praise. | think back to the events of the previous day, looking for how the
Lord blessed me, helped me or came to my rescue. | don’ t want to be
like the 9 healed lepers who did not come back to thank the Lord! God
loves it when we are thankful because it shows that we recognize His
work in our lives and that we depend on Him. It is good to ask the Lord
to prompt you and open your eyes to how He is working in your life. My
wife likes to make a list of things to thank the Lord for the things she saw
Him do the day before. She will write down five things where she saw the
Lord bless or help her. A thankful heart leads to good mental health.
Thankfulness shows gratitude and that you don’ t take life for granted
and don’ t take for granted the things God does for us.

2. Praise and Worship
14



Here it is good to take the names of God and worship Him. If you feel
stuck or do not know how to let the praises for the Lord flow from you,
just begin to use the Psalms. King David was anointed by God to worship,
so using the Psalms is a great way to start. Eventually, your own praise
will begin to flow naturally. There are many books written on the names
of God, so that is also a good resource. You can also use Strong’ s
Concordance to see God’ s names. When you come across a verse that
praises the Lord, write it down so that you can use it.

For example, | Sam 2:2 says, “There is no one holy like the LORD. There
is no one besides you! And there is no rock like our God.” You can
expand on this verse in your praise to God. Use it as a template to begin
your own praise to Him! | sometimes use my accordion to worship the
Lord as well. King David used his harp. My wife worships the Lord by
putting on a worship CD and sings along with it. King David even danced
before the Lord and there are those in Christ who do this, but for me, |
have never danced, so | have nothing to say on the subject!

3. Confession

* | like to move into confession of sins at this point. | ask the Lord to
show me where | am grieving the Holy Spirit.

* Sometimes our sins are hidden from us, we are so familiar with our
sin that it no longer offends us or some sins that we think are OK,
the Holy Spirit is not OK with it. It grieves Him. We live in a culture
that has blurred the truth from the lies, so ask the Holy Spirit if
there is any offensive way in your heart. He will love to show you.

* | am always mindful that the Holy Spirit resides in my temple and
therefore He needs a “clean” place to stay in. Paul says, “Do you
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in
you?” (1 Cor. 6:19).

| am reminded of James 4:8 “Draw near to God, and he will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-
minded.”
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Hebrew 10:19 “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter
the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that
he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” These
are all good reminders of keeping our lives free from sin.

Billy Graham taught a great truth, before you go sleep at night, confess
any sins that you committed during the day. Ask the Lord to show you
where you erred. As my wife likes to teach, then your sleep will be sweet.
She adds, when we do this, we wake up to a clean slate. Also, because the
Lord’ s mercies are new every morning (Lam. 3:22-23), we want to wake
up refreshed in the Lord. This way, you do not accumulate days, weeks,
months or even years of sin. Keep short accounts with God.

4. Prayer for the Government, our family, friends and Church

We are urged to pray for our Government. | pray that God will give our
leaders wisdom to rule righteously and be a blessing to us. Yes, this does
not always happen, but nevertheless we must pray for them. The early
Church also had evil leaders and still prayed for them. | have no clue how
God is using my prayers for the Government leaders and will only know
once | get to heaven.

My prayer book helps me remember all the people that | want to
intercede for. As the Lord answers those prayers, | date the answer. This
also contains all our prayer partners and all our supporters, some have
walked with us for 42 years (that is how long we have been with OMF
International).

| use that to add to my thanksgiving from time to time. It also helps to
grow my faith and it brings glory to the Lord as | remember how He
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answered that prayer for them. In prayer, we never insist on our own way,
because anything outside of God’ s will, could result in leanness of soul.
This is why we pray, “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil.” Insisting on our own way in prayer will allow the Lord to grant that
petition!

For those who are sick:

| pray Scripture over them. For example, | will pray Ps. 103:3 like this,
“Father, please forgive their sins, whatever sins they have committed

against you, others and themselves and heal their illness or disease in

Jesus name. Lift all judgments off them too. Thank you, Lord that hear

my prayer on their behalf. Raise them up again so that they may do your

will and fulfill the work you have given them to do.”

| like to use The Lord’ s Prayer to pray for them. For example, “Father, |
ask that your name will be hallowed in my sons’ life and may your will
be done in their life as your will is done in heaven.” | go through the
entire prayer applying it to their life. You do not have to pray this every
day, but | would be consistent in praying this if the son or daughter or
someone else is in dire need of this prayer. If your family member or
friend or church is walking consistently with the Lord, then pray as the
Lord leads.

For my immediate family:

e Pray Scripture over their lives which also becomes a declaration of
God’ s Word over their lives.

e What do | want to see in their lives? Pray that into fruition if you are
discerning that you are praying according to God’ s will.
Remember, anything that is written in the Word, any promise for us
we may pray into that for them and for ourselves.

e If your son or daughter or anyone else is struggling to break
through to God, | like to ask the Holy Spirit to separate the lies
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from the truth and enable them to believe truth. The Spirit is Truth,
so we are praying according to the Word. (See | John 4:6)

We also like to pray blessings over our sons. Even when they were
grown up, they would call their Mom to ask her to pray a blessing
over them. They still call now that they are married with children to
ask for prayer or blessings, either for themselves, wives or kids. We
are never too old to receive a blessing from our parents. This is
Biblical to bless our families.

One of our sons has severe digestive issues that prevented him
from even eating pizza. We began to thank God that he enjoys
good health. We were practicing Heb. 11:1 and 6, by faith. A month
later, he informed us that for the first time in 8 years, he enjoyed
his first pizza again! We are now encouraged to keep on praying for
his full healing this way.

When our sons wanted to get married, we just simply thanked God
for their godly wives who would come. They came! Since they were
four years old, my wife began to fast and pray for them that they
would stay close to God and never leave Him. She was alarmed at
all the missionary kids and pastors’ kids who left God. At that
time, she also began to pray for their future wives, that God would
keep them safe from harm and that they would find God when they
were young. God honored her fasting and praying.

Our family has gone through many crises, but we stand firm,
declare the truth of Scripture and remember what the Lord has
already done for us. We always get through it.

4. Praying for my own needs

Here | bring my own needs before the Lord. If | need more faith, | ask for
it. If | discern that | need a greater anointing for my ministry, | ask for it.

For example, the needs of the people in Taiwan when we first got there,

were so great, that | would ask God regularly to give me a greater gift of
evangelism. | would even ask senior missionaries to pray for me to get a

18



greater gift of evangelism! God heard those earnest desires and | led
many to the Lord.

Reflecting back on how | prayed for my own needs, it always was in
relation to ministry. If | got sick, | would pray for myself or have someone
pray for me, but the Lord kept me safe and | was rarely ill while | was on
active duty for the Lord. The one time in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, | got dengue
fever and was out for 6 weeks and it took me 6 months to recover. That
iliness side-lined me from ministry because | was helping Operation
Mobilization, The Doulos Ship that came to Taiwan for ministry. | was the
main interpreter for those missionaries on board the ship. | was also the
only one out of 260 people from the ship who got side-lined. | believe
that was an attack from Satan. From this experience, | learned that |
needed to pray for my safety while ministering.
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